The Coming of the Arabs to the Sudan
" including " others. Traditionally they did so ; in fact,
the relationship was usually remote. Thus, to take an
instance at random, though Gudham and Lakhm were
reckoned by the genealogists to be branches of Beni Tai,
they probably had little more in common with the Beni
Tai, who were known specifically by that name as a tribe,
than had most of the other tribes in the northern half of
the peninsula. Habits die hard among the Arabs, and we
find these ancient distinctions between the sons of Qahtan
and those of Isma'fl transposed into terms of Guhayna
versus 'Abbas and firmly held in the Sudan at the present
day—the same tendency to fake a genealogy ; the same
advantage taken of coincidence in names.
As tribal units, however, the Arabs entered Egypt in the
7th and following centuries. Let us take some leading
examples. Many Gudham were settled from the conquest
until the year 1400 or so in the eastern Delta, and some
of them, the Beni 'Uqba, after breaking away at some
period to join the Beni Hilal, appear again later in the
Sudan among the Kababfsh of Northern Kordofan. The
main movement to Egypt of the Beni Tai proper appears
to have taken place some 200 or 300 years after the con-
quest. They settled in Beheira Province and were joined
by many fellow-tribesmen during the ensuing years. The
Tha'aliba branch of Tai are now, it appears, largely
represented among the cattle-owning Baqq&ra of the
Sudan.
The Guhayna—and it is from an 'Abdulla el Guhani*
that half the Arabs of the Sudan claim descent—came
originally from the Hegaz, where their modern repre-
sentatives, still called by the same name, live at the
present day. They were early converts to Islam, entered
Egypt at the conquest, and in a.d. 647 took part in the
first Libyan expedition. We shall see numbers of them,
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